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TO THE 


Inhabitants of MANCHESTER. 


T was the defire of ſeveral of you, that this Sermon 
|| ſhould be printed, a defere I could not well deny : 
The Attention, that was given when 7 ſpoke ; and 
the general Approbation afterwards of what 7 ſpoke , 
made me hepe that my Sermon did in ſome meaſure an- 
ſwer my defrgn, which was not to revile but reaſon men 
into Honeſt and Loyal Principles : for which purpoſe 
T have fince added fome enlargements, particularly as 
bout the Original and Divinity of Government : ot 
as if 1 would infinuate any thing againſt you, or had the 
leaſt intention of fixing an Odium «pon that place , 
wherein 7 had a conſiderable part of my Education, an4 
ear to which I had my Birth : but hope, that whatever 
malignity zhe factions Aſcendent of this age may have 
let fall among{t you, it has inteed but a few ; and that 
yur LOYALTY wil for ever remain UNSHA- 
KEN, and ftand as firm as the Rock «pon which your 

Town 4 Built. | 
7The Government you live under, 1s of God, Sacred 
and Divine : zt is agreeable to the Fandamental Laws 
of this Nation ; and noother form was ever knownamong ſt 
us, except in the late times of bloud and Confuſion : 
and yet we have had, and its well if we have not ſtill 
fuch, who would ſubvert and undermine it, men of Tur- 
bulent unquiet Spirits, who if they have not their wills, 
would prove as factious and uneaſie under any ſort of 
Government, as axder this of a Monarchy. And theſe 
are they who-generally ſeem to be the deeplyeſt concern'd 
for the ſecurity of eur Religion : The Proteſtant Inte- 
relt zs pretended, and it may be ſome of them are in good 
A 2 earneſt, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


earneſt. But believe me, Sirs,. there are other Emil- 
faries beſides thoſe from Rome , and that altogether as 
bufie and dangerous, and of which you ought to be alto- 
gether as careful; they will take the advantage of your 
Religious Inclinations, and inſenſibly betray you into if! 
Opinions and thoughts of things. For give me. leave to 
tell you, that there is no Temptation. more. prevailing 
aud dangerous, than the Tnſinuations of men 'of. Reſt- 
gion. An honeſt minded man is the ſooneſt enſuar d by 
ſuch he takes to be honeſt and pious. The greateſt He- 
reticks (ſetting aſide the Gnoſticks of the primitive 
times ) were men of great Piety and Zeal, and by that 
means gain'd ſo many Proſelytes and followers ; to in 
tance onely in one of our own Iſland, viz. Pelagius, he 
was a man of unblemiſht Piety and Devotion , and by 


that means as well as by his Learning and pretences of” 


Reaſon , infefted not onely Britain , but a great part 
of the Chriſtian world, with that pernicious Herejie a= 
gainſt the Divine Grace and Aſliſtance. 7 onely men= 
tion this , that you ſhould not have mens perſons in ad- 
miration, nor ſuffer your ſelves to be impoſed upon, either 
in reference to Church or State, by any man whatever, 
however Holy or Strift he may appear in his Life and 
Converſation, but prove the Spirits, try all Things, and 
hold faſt that which is good. Tn fine, ſtudy to be quiet, 
and do your own buſineſs , Fear the Lord and the King, 
and meddle not with them that are given to change. 
For their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who know- 
eth the Ruine of them both, ( Prov. 24. 21, 22.) 


HMay Almighty God give a bleſſing to this ſmall imper- 
felt piece, and make it uſefull and ſerviceable to you , 
and I do aſſure you, the whole deſignis anſwer d, of 'Sirs, 
Jour true, unfeigned Friend, 

E. Forenels. 
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Rom. 13. 2. 


IPhoſeever therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth 
the ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall 
receive to themſelves damnation. 


i ib: is ſcarce any thing has occaſion'd more 
| hatred to the orthodox Clergy of the Church 
of England, than their frequent preaching up 
Submiſlion to Government, and to Our Government as 
by Law eſtabliſht both in Church and State ; an Ar- 
gument one would think, could never be unwelcome 
to ſuch as lov'd their King , and the peace of their 
Country, ' nor be thought unſeaſonable by any , who 
have but in the leaſt taken notice how boldly men of 
late talk'd and printed too all the old principles of 
DISLOYALTT and REBELLION. It was ſure high 
time to preſs obedience in the Pulpit, when there was 
ſo little in our practice, and the Generality were grown 
ſo infolent, that zo be offended with the Government , 
was an Argument of a good Patriot , and they were 
the moſt acceptable to the people, who were the moſt 
obnoxious to their Governours ; when FACTION 
roll'd up and down the Kingdom with a train por- 
tending more dire Effe&ts than the longeſt blaze of 
the moſt- prodigious Comet , and became ſo potent 
and formidable, - that had: not that God who /tileth 
the noiſe of the Seas, ſtilled alſo the Tumult of the peo= 
ple, This day- inſtead of being a Feſtival, a day of 
Thanks , Joy and Rejoycing, might have been a day 
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of Confuſron, a day of Sorrow, Mourning and Lamen- 
tation. But for ever bleſled be our God., who hath 
diſperſt the Clouds that were gathering over us, and 
caus'd the Light of his Countenance.to ſhine upon us. 
He hath defeated the machinations and deliver'd us 
from the deſigns of theſe men ; He hath once more 
ſacur'd the Throne and Life of our Sovereign, and 
by this his gratiousprovidence hath fignaliz'd his con- 
cern for Authority, and oppoſition to Rebe/ion and 
Refſiſtence. Whoſoever therefore refiſteth the pow» 
er, &c. 
There are ſome eſpecial times wherein men are 
more capable of Inſtruction, and Receptive of Truth 
than others, and my hopes are, that this may be one 
of thoſe times ; The preſent Circumſtances in which. 
our Nation is, = by the blefſing of God have this 
= efiect, as to be a means to open our Eyes , and. 
et in that Light, which we have chr reſiſted. 

I ſhall therefore make uſe of this opportunity to. re-. 
preſent unto you, fe. 

* Firſt of all, The Original and Divinity of Govers--. 
ment, it is from God, His Ordinance. 

Secondly, Explain to you this Doctrine. of Nox-ree- 
feftance, and, | | £1 
" Thirdly, Shew. you the ill Conſequences of the 
contrary Doctrine of Re//ting the power. Whoſoever 
refiteth the power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and 
they that reſiſt ( WIHOSOEVER T HET BE, and ON- 
DER WHAT PRETENCE SOEVER ) ſhall receive 
to themſelves damnation. But, 

Firſt, Of the Original and Divinity of Government, 
He that refiſteth the power ,, refiſteth the Ordinance of 
God: By power here 1s meant Empire, Magiſtracy and.-. 
Dominion , and connotes. the perſonror perſons in-.. 
veſted therewith ; This power, which is 1n the _ 
ST . 
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ginal *EZzo, is diſtinguifht from Awzpus, Auvapy 
fignifying bare force and might, but "EZ&oz a juſt Sus 
premacy or Government, and of this we are to treat; 
 andif we look backwards to the firſt Rife of Govern- 
ment, we ſhall find it to be as ancient as the World , 
nay more ancient, if we will believe what ſome if 
not moſt of the Greek Fathers have aſſerted, viz. That 
the Angels were created long before the World, who 
certainly were under the Command and Government 
of God their great Creatour. But not to meddle with 
this Kingdom of Spirits ; Let us conſider the 'Ortgt- 
nal of Viſible and Earthly Sovereignty, and this was im 
Paradiſe it ſelf, that wherein God inveſted Man as foort 
as he was created. He was made Sovereign of the 
World, and all things therein were ſubjefted to his 
Dominion, Gez. r. 26. He was conſtituted fole Ford 
and Proprietour of all, and all the right that accru'd 
afterwards to others was by Donation or Cefſton. Man 
indeed being created ſingle, andthere being as yet no 
other perſons befides 44am , his Authority could ex- 
tend no farther than totheſe inferiour Creatures; but 
as ſoon as God had made the woman, ' he brought her 
to the man, and gave her to-hiny, and he in token of 
her Subjection impoſeth a nameupon her, viz. that of 
IVomarn, impoſing of Names being art Argument of Au- 
thority ; ſo that from that very time there were any 
perſons capable of being govern'd,” there has been a 
Government. Mankind was diſtiiguyht 'not onely 
by Sex but by Power, which at firſt confd be no 
larger than a private Family, but ſtill as tffeir num- 
bers encreas'd, ſo did the power of their Prince, which 
was Adam during his Lite, and: afterwards Seth and 
ſo on, the firſt-born-of every! Family 'being as Faces 
ſiyles Reuben, the excelenty of Dignity, and the excel- 
lency of power, the Supreme Governour over the reſt; 
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and this right of Primogeniture is founded or acknow- 
ledg'd in Gey. 4. 7. where God tells Cain concerning 
Abel, Unto thee, ſays he, ſhall be his defire, and thou 
ſhalt rule over him, Whether God did here poſitively 
inſtitute this Superiority of the fr/#-born , or onely 
rec6gnize that right and title which he had by Na- 
ture, is not much material to determine, though this 
laſt ſeems to me molt probable, God hereby telling 
Cain, that though AZe/'soffering was more acceptable 
than his, yet this ſhould not any way abate of his Na- 
tural prerogative and Authority, but ſtill Abel ſhould 
be ſubject to him, and he ſhould rule over him. God 
has indeed ſometimes inverted this Order, and made 
the Elder to ſerve the Younger, but this is no Argu- 
ment that we ſhould ; it being a caſe particularly re- 
ſerv'd to God, the principles of. Natare telling us that 
the firf-born ſhould have privileges over and above 
the younger - and from this I'date the Original of Go- 
vernment : It was Patriarchal, founded in the very 
Law of Nature, which is the very Law of God, that 
N4ues &yeep, that unwritten Law , whereby God 
did at firlt moſtly, govern-the World: ! - + # 
Mankind was never without! ſame fort of 'Govery- 
ment or other, for indeed-it could never have ſubſiſted 
without. it ; in the moſt Savage and Barbarous. Coun- 
tries, there was {till ſome kind of Superiority and De- 
fendency, though broken and confus'd.\. oo 
:And according to this Naturalinſtitution of Govern- 
ment, God hath expreſly appeard in'it by his Provi- 
dence. We are told, Gen. 10. 5. By theſe were the 
{ſles.of the Gentiles divided-in their Lands, every one 
after thejr Tongue, after their Families in their. Nati- 
4s, 7 Learned jmen;trom -hence-\conjecture,.. and that 
not. without. Reaſon, :that, the world was-divided-not 
by chance but by an eſpecial Providence; it was regu- 
Th | larly 
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larly parted amongſt the Sons of Noah, and the buſt- 
neſs was ſo orderd, that particular Countries were 
divided out to ſuch particular Families, as had ſuch 
and ſuch particular Languages. * Cedrenus tellsus, that * f. 3. a he #6 
Noah divided the World amongſt his three Sons x72 4% 
Sov Iaevim yenr us, by ſome divine Oracle or Re- 
velation ; but whether it were ſo or no, no doubt bur: . 
the providence of God was much concern'd in it ; 
Mankind growing ſo numerousas that they could not 
well be under the Government of one, they were divi- 
ded and ſubdivided into ſeveral parts and diſtricts un- 
der their ſeveral Kings and Princes. - Having thus 
given you an account of the Original of Government, 
that it is founded in Natare ;. Superiority and Inferi- 
ority, Authority and Subjection, being Relations as 
Natural as High and Low, as Great and Small ; it 
follows that it muſt be from God'( the Zawof Nature 
being no other than the Law or Appointment of God; ) 
as will-more fully. appear it we conſider the Decla- _ : 
rations God has been pleas'd to make concerning this 
matter in the Scriptures. In: them Magiſtrates are 
ſty1'd Gods and the Sons of God; they moltly reſembling 
God in their power and Majeſty, and being the next 
in order-to. him of any of theſe viſible Beings in the Chriſtoph. 
World. . It is a ſaying amongſt the Arabians , that owt: 
the King, is the ſhadow of God, and-he 1s --certainly the ro Rapertus 
neareſt ſimulitude of him, and 'does the moſt illuſtri- = a 
; niverſalis. - . 
ouſly repreſent him of. any ſublunary: Creature. A 
principal part.of:ithe Image of God conſiſts in Domz+ 
210, as God is an Univerſal Governour, ſo Kings and 
Princes are particular ſubordinate Governours under 
him and for him ; hence the Zhroxe of the Xing is-ſaid 
to be the: Threne-of; God , and they: are faid to be- his 
Eings and his Anointed y' By. me (fays the Wiſedonr of 
God) Kinzs reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, Prov.8.1 5. 
| an 
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-and our Saviour tells us, John ro. 35. that they were 
called Gods, becauſe unto them the word of God came , 
;, e. it was his Appointment and Commandment that 
they ſhould rule in his name and in his room. But 
2 more full account of the mind of God we cannot 
well have, than what this x 37h. chapter of the Romans 
does aftord us, we are told in as full and plain words 
as can be, that the powers that be are ordain'd of God, 
and that he that reſiſteth the power reſiſteth the ordi- 
ance of God, and in the 67th. v. the Magiſtrates are 
called Aalespyo: xs the Miniſters of God , and it has 
been obſerv'd that this word Aedspyo; is in the Scrip- 
tures, at leaſt the N. 7. never attributed to any but 
ſuch as have ſome ſacred function either immediately 
inſtituted and preſcribed by God himſelf, or in its own 
nature agreeable to his will. 

All this it may be willbe conteſt, it being acknow- 
edg'd by moſt, that Government in general is from 
God, of divine Appointment and Inſtitution, but the 
great diſpute is about the Specification thereof, whe- 
ther any particular form be an ordinance of God ex- 
cluſively to others : there are thoſe who deny it, and 
aſſert that though Government in Thefi be of God , yet 
the choice of a particular form is of man , no more 
than a Humane Ordinance; that it is indifferent by 
the Laws of God, whether we ſet up this or that par- 
ticular form. It may be look'd upon as preſumption 
to condemn all other forms of Government as {infullt 
and wicked, yet this I ſhall venture to ſay, that Mo- 
aarchy puts in the faireſt plea's of any to be Furs Dz- 
vini of Divine Right, and that excluſively to all the 
reſt, for to. me 1t 15 certain, 

Firſt of all, That this is the moſt vatwral and anci- 


De Clem. 1. ent way of Government in the World , Natura com- 
" pe 17 mentacſt Regemlays Sencca,a King is the Invention and 


dictate 
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dictate of Nature it ſelf, and was indeed ihe firſt fort 
of Goverment that was ever in uſe either in Heaven 
or Earth. This might be prov'd by various quota- 
tions, but they are needleſs , it being in a manner 
confeſt , that no other fort of Government did pre- 
vail in the world for the firſt three thouſand years, 
but Monarchy. Other ways and forms were chiefly 
owing to the Greczans, a volatile, unſtable and giddy 
ſort of people. In the Eaft, thoſe parts , where the 
world was firſt inhabited , they were all along go- 
vern'd by #ings and Monarches, and to are to this day, 
a {trong preſumption that the fr/# Government of the 
world and the mo/# natural is the Regal or King- 
Iy. But 

f Secondly, It may be farther obſerv'd , that there: 
is in Scripture no- command ( at leaſt expreſt ) to- 
obey any other form of Government than hat of 
Fings , nor is there any other form of Government 
mention'd or taken notice of unleſs you will except 
that of the Gzbeonztes. It 15 to Kings that we are to 
be ſubject, Fear the Lord and the King, fays the Wite- 
man, Prov. 24. 21. and St. Peter exhorts to ſubmit 
our ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lord's 
fake, whether it be to the King as Supreme , or unto 
Governours as unto them that are ſent by him , 1 Pet. 
2. 13. Neither our Saviour, nor any of his Apoſlles, 
nor any of the primitive Fathers, that everT heard of, 
did fault the Government of their times, which was. 
Deſpotical and Monarchical, but obligeall to obedience - 
and ſubmiſſion. 

One of the greateſt objeQtions againſt this privi-- 
lege and advantage of Kingly Government , is the 
account we have in Samuel, chap. 8: how. that God 
was. angry with the 7ſraelites for demanding of a 
King, which ſuppoſes, Firſt that they were not go-- 
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vern'd by Kings before ; And Secondly, That when 
God did give them a King it was in Anger, it was a 
Judgment, no mercy. As to the firſt I anſwer, that 
the Jewiſh Government was a Zheocracy, it was God 
himſelf that fought their Battels, gave them their 
Laws, and in all emergent difficulties, appointed 
what was to be done , ſo that he was their proper 
King and eſpecial Governour ; the Judges, or the Sax- 
2 hedrim, aCted onely as Deputies under him. But we 
may anſwer farther, that before Sau! was made King, 
the name of Xing was not in uſe, but that of Fudges, 
yet thoſe Judges. had Regal power, and were in their 
reſpe&tive times under God Supreme Governours of the 
Fewiſh Nation ; and the form of their 
_—_ eipub. forma ſub Government even in _ days, when 
HaNCIDMS © REP. Honarchica. there was no King in Iſrael, was Monar- 
<< oe T9 « ce hl w the Second , God's 
| being angry with them for demanding 
a King ; Tt is-very true he was ſo, and he had reaſon 
to be 10; not as if the thing had been abſoJutely un- 
lawfull or inconvenient , tor God Almighty himſelf 
gave orders to them about chuſing of a King, 
Deat. 17. 14, 15. but their fault in this particular 
caſe ſeems to me to have been their demanding of a 

Aing at this time. | 
Now that God had ſet Samuel over them, he was 
in a peculiar way appointed by God to be their Go- 
vernour, ſo that in rejeing him , they rejected the 
Authority of God; Had Samuel been. dead and the 
Government vacant, Tam apt to think, there would 
have been no fin in demanding a King, whereas now, 
as. the caſe ſtood, whilſt Samuel was alive, to depoſe 
him ( which in effet they did by demanding a 
King, ) was to contemn that Authority , which had 
Kt him over them ; and upon this account , God 
might 
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might well be angry with them , and gzve them 4 
King in his wrath, that is, ſuch a King as ſhould be 
a plague and puniſhment to them. 

All theſe things conſider'd, they are not ſo much 
to be blam'd and look'd upen as Court-Parafites, who 
aſſert Monarchy excluſively to all other forts of Go- 
vernment to be Jure Divine. There are thoſe who 
would fain perſwade the world, that there are none 
but a few of the younger and meaner ſort of the Clergy, 
ſuch as frequent publick Houſes, and want the Comple- 
ments of their preferments, that are of this opinion ; 
whereas it has been declar'd by a whole Convocation, 


Anno 1640. That the moſt High and Sacred order of conſticur. and 


Kings is of Divine Right , being the ordinance of God 
himſelf, founded in the prime Laws of Nature, and clear- 
ly eftabliſht by expreſs texts both of the Old and New 
Teſtament, and that a Supreme power is given to this 
moſt excellent order by God himſelf in Scriptures, This 
was the Declaration of our Biſhops, and as we have 
reaſon to believe , the Jearned/t and grave/t of our 
Drvines. 

But ſuppoſing this ſort of Government could plead 
no greater Authority than the other, yet to us under 
our Circumſtances, to oppole it is the ſame, as to op- 
poſe the Authority of God, it being . the Government 
of our Nation, approv'd of God by 1o long a Succeſli- 
on, and we being under the obligation of our Laws , 
and of thoſe Oaths, whereby we. have after the moſt 
ſolemn manner engag'd our Souls to God , for. the 
maintenance and preſervation thereof, ſo that he that 
reliſteth this power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God, 


| From what has already been diſcourſt we may 
infer, 


C " Firſh, 
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Firſt, That Xingly Government is no Uſurpation on 
the prerogative of Chrift. 

Secondly, That Kings derive not their power from 
the people ; and therefore 

Thirdly, There can be no Eſcheat or forfeiture of 
the power to the people. 

Firſt, That Kinzly Government is no Uſurpation on the 
prerogative of Chriſt. One might have imagin'd it 
impotiible for any one that reads the Scriptures with 
a deſign to underſtand them, to have thought other- 
wiſe, and yet there have been thoſe, andthatin great 
numbers, who have upon this account , v2. its in- 
conſiſtency with the Royal prerogative of Chriſt, cry'd 
down and oppos'd all Magi/tracy. Of this ſort were the 
Anabaptiſts in Germany , who taking hold of ſome 

Spanhem. Di- looſe unwary expreſſions of Luther , in his book of 
aribeHiſtor. Chr;/t;an Liberty, thought themſelves exempted from 
Sn all Czvil and Secular as well as Eccleſaſtical Power 
and Jurifdi&tion ; And of the ſame opinion there have 
been ſome amongſt our ſelves, who would have no 
Xing, but King Feſus, follow no Banner but that of 
the Lamb, and damn'd all Magi/ſtracy as wicked and 
Antichriſtian; as if our Religion did ſuperſede the ne- 
ceſſity of Government and Obedience, and our Savi- 
ous had baniſht all power and Authority out of the 
world ; whereas there is nothing fo plain, as that he 
intermeddles no farther in theſe matters, than to tye 
the bond of obedience the faffer upon us : He com- 
mands us to give unto Czſar the things that are Cz- 
far's, as well as-unto God the things that arc God's ; he 
appears before the Judgment-Seat of Pontius Pilgte, 
ſubmits to the ſentence, and dyes an accurlſed and ig- 
nominious death. His Apoſtles were mighty carefull 
to tread in his ſteps, and give no offence to thoſe in 
Authority, and therefore ſubmitted themſelves , _ 
EXnAort 
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exhort all to Submiſſion even to the greateſt Tyrants. 
Had the Magi/ſtracy been an Vſarpation on the prero- 
gative of their Maſter , they would never have be- 
tray'd his cauſe by ſilence, much more have counte- 
nanc'd the Invaſion of it, by encouraging all to ſub- 
mit to the Magiſtracy, and that for :he Lord's ſake ; 
they would never ſure have told as they do here in 
the Text, that the power was the ordinance of God, 
and that they that refiſt, ſhould receive to themſelves 
damnation. Our Saviour indeed was a Xing, and had 
all power given to him i» Heaven and in Earth, but 
then his Kingdom, as he himfelt tells us, was ot of this 
world, He was to reign in the minds and Souls of 
men ; His power was to exert it ſelf, not ſo much in 
external pomp and Empire, as in the Internal ſway and 
Government of the Spirits of mankind ; ſo that by this 
his Spiritual Kingdom, he does not invade the office 
of the civil Magiſtrate, nor take the power out of his 
hand, but left and continu'd him in the fame State 
he found him. | 
Nor by the way, does our Saviour's Spiritual Au- 


thority exclude the Magiſtrate from intermedling even 
in Spiritual Concerns , as ſome of the next Country pig: rid 


have pretended. The making good Laws for the eſta- 
blihment and preſervation of Religion, and the ſee- 
ing them put in Execution, 1s no encroachment upon 
our Saviour's Spiritual power and Authority ; for the 
Magiſtrates in fuch caſes act onely uMMtfer him, and for 
him, and it is part of their ofiice to take care that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all GodlineſSs and 
Honeſty, which cannot be done without concerning 
themſelves in matters of Religion. In ſhort, Magi/tra- 
cy 1s the Ordizazce and Inſtitution of God , detign'd 
tor the good and benefit of the world, and theretere, 
is by no means vacated by our Saviour, nor can be ſup- 

| C 2 pos'd 
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pos'd while it keeps within its proper Sphere , to ins 
trench upon any privilege or prerogative of his. 
But | | 
Secondl , It follows farther from what has been 

| faid, that Kings derive not their power from the people ; 
" They are the Ordinance of God, no Ordinance of man, 
| their Lives and Beings are from God, and fo is their 
Authority. In all the accounts we have in Scripture 

about Government, we ſhall find that God is princi- 

pally intereſted ; All that the people were to doe, was 

to ſubmit to the divine Orderand Appointment. 7hox 

ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him King over thee whom the Lord 

thy God ſhall chuſe , Deut. 17. 15. they were not to 

Chuie for themſelves, but reſt ſatisfied with that de- 

ſignation God would be pleaſed to make. The power 

is from God, and therefore ſolely at his diſpoſal, not the 

peoples. He may indeed convey this power by what 

ways and means his providence ſees fit, andaccording- 

ly. he has done it by ſeveral ways ; there are, for in- 

ſtance, Eled4ive Kingdoms as well as Succeſſive , but 

even.in thoſe places where there is an E/etton of the 

Supreme Magiſtrate, though he may be nominated by 

the people, yet he is authoriz'd by God; His Autho- 

rity is wholly owing to the divine providence. Nemo 

dat quod in ſe non habet, is a known Maxim, no body 

can beſtow upon another, what he hath not himſelf; 

now the people never had Supreme: Authority , were 

never inveſted 'With the Power-of the Sword , and for 

that reaſon could not: confer it. upon another; and 
therefore. ( as has been well remark'd ) 4/ the people 

Supreme pow- £ant doe, is to hold forth the perfon to the power, if God 
er and com- have ſo in his providence order d it, not give the power 
mn Right. to the perſon ; in ſhort, they never had it: themielves, 
and therefore were never in a capacity of transferring 

it over. to.another. It it be ſaid that they had ſuch a 

power, 


L 13 ] 
- power, let them ſhew their Grant and produce their 
Letters Patents ; Search all the Scripzures and moſt 
ancient Records, you ſhall not find the leaſt footſtep 
of it, nor ſo much as the leaſt claim laid to it for ma- 
2 ny apes after the Creation. Theſe latter ages indeed 
7 as being more quick-ſighted than their great Grand- 
Z Fathers, have made ſome pretences to it: But the 
'Z Aftrongeſt Arguments they have hitherto found out to 
\* back their Cauſe, have been force and wiolence, all 
their Endeavours of Reaſon are weak and trifling, built 
upon falſe and precarious Hypotheſes, and notorious 
miſtakes about the Original of mankind , and the dis- 
viſion of the Earth amongſt the Sons of Noah. They 
talk much of a Pad or Contradt between Prin ceand 
people, and from-thence would derive the Original of 
Government ; But if you ask them, when, and where, 
and by whom, or how this Pad or Coverant was 
made or conſented to, you will find them as ſilent, or 
at leaſt ſpeak as little to the purpoſe as the Man 22. 
the Moon. It is an eaſie matter to make ſuppo/itions, 
and draw up Schemes of Government, but proof and Au- 
thority is that we require, and "when they produce. 
this for the people, we will make court to the Multz-- 
tude, and pay: our obedience to the Rabb/e. And if 
men would be quiet till. that be done , we need not - 
fear but our Government will laſt as long as the Sun 
and Moon ſhall endure. Another thing they ſup- 
poſe in this Controverſie, viz. the equality of af men: 
by Nature, is a thing was never yet in the world, but 
contradicts plain matter of fait and the F/tory of the 
original of Government ; tor there has been always: an - 
= Zzequality among(t men, and as we differ in ſtrength 
and proportion or other Natural 46ilities, ſo we do 
Te in reference to Authority and Subjeftion : Some are. 
born to goverz, and ſome are born to be goverxed, and . 
that 
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"that by the prime Laws of Nature antecedent to any 
poſitive Fatt or Contract between the Governours and 
Governed : from all which it follows, * 

Thirdly, That there can be no Eſcheat or forfeiture 
of this power to the people. For if the Prince did not 
derive it from the people, it can never return to them 
but to God who firit gave it, to him it may be forfei- 
ted, and he may as he ſes fit take the forfeiture, and 
diſpoſſeſs the greateſt Monarchs of their thrones and lives. 
Thus he dealt with Sax/, and ſeveral of the Fewi/h 
Kings ; Nay there is no Natzon in the world but what 
can make proof of this by their own Z7i/torzes. But 
now though a Prince may loſe his right in reference 
' to God, yet he does not in reference to man, the peo- 
ple have nothing to doe with him, he being God's 
immediate Oficer and alone under his cognizance 
and diſpoſal ; and though now he be not particu- 
larly nominated from Heaven, and anointed by a 
Prophet, yet his Right and Title may be as good as 
theirs was , and his perſon altogether as ſacred and 
inviolable. So that however he acts, he is by virtue 
of the Imperial Law and prerogative of Princes no- 
waysaccountable to the people, but to God alone, who 
inveſted hitn with this Sacred power and Authority, 
And indeed fad would bethecaſe of Princes, werethey 
\ubjett to the power and correction of the Mobile , 
they would be onely 7 it«lar and Nominal Kings, reign 
by Courteſie,and be daily expoſed to the Frenzy of the 
Multitude. It once the people come to be impoſed 
upon ( which is no difficult matter) by ſome deſign- 
ing ambitious man, to believe, that their Prince is 
either unfit for Government, or does not govern accor- 
ding to Law, but goes about to invade their Rights 
and Properties, muſt not this upon every turn throw 
all things into Confuſion > for the Commonalty = 
Ra 


; 
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Raſh and Furious, ſeldom ſtay to conſider things be- 
fore it be too late, but are hurried on by a kind of 
cemh EXoy., a Brutiſh Impetus and violence, many 
times to act the diſmalleſt Zraged{es that ever the Sun 
faw : for how many X#7ngs and Princes and Great men 
have fallen a Sacrifice to the rage , fury, and inconſt- 
derateneſs of the people? And how many Aingdoms 
have been involv'd in bloud and ſlaughter, till at length 
one party prevails to the Ruine and Slavery of all 
the reſt 2 There cannot therefore be a more pernici- 
ous Maxim to the peace and tranquillity of Govern- 
ment than this, That Kings receive their power from 
the people, and that in caſe of Male-adminiſtration they 
are accountable to ———_— and may eſcheat and for- 
feit it into their hands. This is thought to be thelike- 
lyeſt way to keep Princes inawe, and make them more 
juſt and regularin their Government ; whereas it rather 
ſeems a likelier way to make them 7yrants, to diſable 
the people and ſecure themſelves in their Thrones and 
Dominions ; for upon this ſuppoſition of the peoples 
power over them, they will {ll be jealous of them, and 
truely they have but reaſon, conſidering how uneaſie 
moſt are under even the beſt of Governments, how ready 
every body is from the man in the Gold-chain to the 
man in the Sza/, to find fault with the management 
ofaffairs,and how attentively they liſten to, and refle& 
upon all the pretended Mſcarriages of their Governonrs: 
So that if Princes would fit ſafe upon their Throxes , 
they have not much cauſe wholly to rely upon the 
uncertain humours of the Yu/gar. Their beit ſecurity 
is from God, from him they have received their Au- 
thority, and to him alone they are accountable tor the 
uſe of it ; zhe peoples concern is to ſubmit an obey, not 
queſtion their Governoars , for however they Govern, 
the power can never E/cheat or fall into their hands, 
but 
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but onely into God's, whoſe ordinance it is. And thus 
much may ſerve for the firſt General head , vzz. zhe 
Original and Divinity of Government, I come now to 
the Second thing propos'd, and that was to explain 
to you the Defrine of Non-Refiſtauce , whoſoever re- 


ſiſteth the power, refiſteth the ordinance of God : and tor 


this purpoſe I ſhall ſpeak to theſe two propoſitions, 
Firſt, That in no caſe we may reſiſt; andyet, 
Secondly, That in all caſes we are not bound to obey. 
Firlt, That in no caſe it is lawfull toreſiſt : here is no 
exception in the Text of any perſon or occaſion, but 
whoſoever reſiſteth ſhall receive to himſelf damnation ; 
nor do we find in all the Bible, any caſes wherein 
we are allow'd to re/j/# or hoſtilely oppoſe our Gover- 
nours; neither do we find any inſtance thereof in all 
the primitive times, when, if ever, one would have 
thought ſuch a reſiſtance might have .been lawfull , 
the Government being ſo arbitrary and tyrannical, and 
the miſeries the firſt Chriſtians endur'd ſo &arbarous 
and ſavage, and. contrary to all the ſenſe and pity of 
Humane Nature. No! the great doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel was zaking up the Croſs, not taking up arms; no 
ſuch thing as a Conſpiracy or Iſurredion hath the leaſt 
countenance in our Religion, tor therein we are told 
to this purpoſe, that to rebel againſt our Sovereign , is 
to rebell againſt God himſelf, whoſe Ordinance he is, 
and whoſe Image and Superſcription he bears. This 
15 the avowed Dotrine of our Church, as may be found 
in the Zomzilies and other Monuments thereof ; and our 
Law hath drawn up a Declaratzon tor us particularly 
of the Clergy, wherein we aſlert it not to be lawfull 
upon any pretence whatever to take up arms againſt 
the King's perſon, or againſt thoſe , who are Com- 
miſſionated by him. Theſe are our Circumſtances, 


and of theſe we have but too much reaſon to be put 
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in mind, there having been now of late three ſorts of 
men eſpecially, who have gone about to ſubvert this 
Dottrine: there are the Atheiſts, the Papiſts, and thoſe 
that call themſelves the 7True-Proteſtants. 

And Firſt, For the Atheiſts, Theſe men cannot cer- 
rainly be friends to the Government which is the ord:- 
zance of God, who difown the Zeing of God, and over- 
throw the Foundation of all Religion. Rel/i7/07 15 the 
greateſt ſecurity of the Prince, 1o that his Authority, 
where this is undermin'd will have but little force. 
I is not probable it ſhould laſt much longer, than till 
theſe] men can find an opportunity to juſtle him out 
of his Throne , as they have endeavour'd to do God 
himſelf out of his. To reſiſt their Soverezzn can be 
thought no crime by them, whodare oppole the great 
Sovereign of the world, and bid open defiance to the 
Univerial Lord of a//. All the o41:gations they can be 
luppos'd to have to be true to the Government are Fear 
and Self-preſervation, ſo that where this fear ceaſes, 
and they think themſelves able to grapple with their 
Superiours, the o4/:2atzon ceaſes too, and what then 
ſhould hinder them trom violating all Law, and plan- 
ting the Crown on their own heads ? And as for Self- 
preſervation, it they apprehend any danger by the Go- 
vernment , this muſt ſuperſede all other obligations 
whatſoever, that 1s, they may preſerve themſelves 
though it be with the ruine of all mankind : a princt- 
ple that muſt needs be deſtructive of Government and 
Humane Society, for under this pretence of ſe/f-pre- 
ſervation, the greateſt Villanies may be acted , and 
this Fundamental Law of Nature pleaded in their de- 
fence. In fine, the principles of theſe mens policy are 
wholly founded upon ſe/f-1ntereſt without any reſpe&t 
to the Publick, or that Community wherein they live; 
Its no wonder then, there ſhould be of this fort of 
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men in the preſent Conſpiracy, men of Atheiſtical 
principles, of the Spawnof that great Leviathan, who 
tor many years together hath been playing in theſe 
our waters, infeſted this our Land with the moſt lewd 
and pernicious practices and opinions. 

But Secondly , There is alſo another ſort of men 
who do but too nearly concur with theſe in their Sen- 
timents about Reſiſtance, and theſe are the Romani/ts. 
They do indeed believe and adore a God in Heaven, 
but then they have another upon Zarth; I mean their 
Lord God the Pope. In him they place ſuch a Pleni- 
tude or fulneſs of power, that he can Excommunicate 
and depoſe Princes, abſolve their Subje&s from Alle- 
giance, and licenſe them to reſiſt , rebell, nay , and 
aſlaſſinate their Sovereign. * Daarenus tells us that it 
was determin'd by Clement the 5th. in a Council held 
at Vienna, that the Pope had power over all Emperours 
and Kings , and that whatever Authority or Majeſty 
they had, did wholly depend upon the Church of Rome. 
And it is highly probable, that it was 1n token of this 
Superiority over all mankind, that it is 
noted in the book of the Sacred Ceremontes 
of that Church, Quod Pontifex Romanus 
nemini Reverentiam facit 5; That the Pope 
reverences no body, nemin? mortalium, no 
man whatever. To this extravagant 
height is the pretended Succeſſour of St. 
Peter arriv'd, he is fo far from imitating 
our Saviour, whoſe Vicar he would be thought to be, 
or St. Peter, whom he would have the world to be- 
lieve was his Predeceſſour, that he refuſes to give un- 
to Cz/ar the things that are Ceſar's, and will ſubmit 
himſelf to no ordinance of man, neither Xing nor other 
Governour, though their Authority have the ſtamp of 
God upon it as viſible as that ot the greatelt C/ergy-mar. 

There 
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There are indeed thoſe amongſt them, that would 
confine the exorbitant Power ot this ancient Gentle- 
man; and bring it within the compaſs of things Spz- 
ritual, who yet do atiert his power of diſpen'tng with 
the Oaths and Oblipations- of Subjects in caſe the 
Prince be an 7eretich, that is, according-to the Ro- 
man Diale&, not of their Communion ; and accor- 
dingly the Pope hath made uſe of this Authority. 
Thus he dealt but lately with our Glorious Queen 
Elizabeth ; He Excommunicates her , ablolves her 
Subjeds from their Obedience, and as much as in 
him lay, arms them againſt her State, Dignity, and 
Life too. This Bu/ indeed, though it made a great 
noiſe, yet did little miſcheif; tor upon ſome experi- 
ments the Papifts finding themſelves too weak, to 0- 
verthrow the E/tabliſh'd Government , 1t was: deſired 
that this Bu// might beunderſtood with ſome Latitude, 
ſo as not to oblige Them, as matters then ſtood ; that 
is to ſay, they were not then able to put it into Exe- 
cution. They will very plauſibly tell you, that they 
are for obedience to Kings, nay, and that this obedt- 
ence is due jure Divino by a Divine Right ( fo Card;- 
nal Perron ) but then they allo tell you, that a Xng 
may ceaſe to be a King, he may forteit his Right to Go- 
vern, particularly in the cafe of ZHerefie, and then to 
reſiſt him is no reſiſting of a King. But thanks be to 
God, this Sephiſtry cannot prevail upon us ; The King 
cannot forfeit his Crown to any but to God, Fe gave it 
him, and upon his abuſe thereof or otherwiſe Ze may 
reſume 1t, none elſe can lay claimto any power there- 
in ; ſo that it is. God a/ove who muſt diſſolve the Re- 
lation between Princeand People; and till he be pleas'd 
to doe it, it 1s not for us to attempt to break their 
bands aſunder, and caſt away their Cords from us. 
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Religion can be no pretence to juſtify Rebellion , 
becauſe the obedience we owe to Princes is not for 
their Religion , but tor their Dignity and Authority, 
I confeſs that when a Prince does maintain and en- 
courage the true Re//g/on, it 1s a farther Motive to 
obey him ; but the principal ground of our Subjection 
is his being the ordinance of God, his having received 
his power from God. The Powers of the world, when 
the Apoſtles writ, were Heathen and Infidel, and 
yet they tell us, they were from God, and enjoyn o- 
bedience and Submiſſion to them, notwithſtanding the 
diverſity of their Belief and Religion, They had not 
yet learnt the Remiſh Doctrine, 7hat Ynfidelity or Fes 
refie are ſufficient to diſpoſſeſs men of their rights, they 
knew nothing of Domnion being founded in Grace, nor 
ever endeavour'd tointroduce their Religion into the Ro- 
man Empire by the Murther of the Emperour, Nlaughter 
of the Senate, and involving a// in Bloudand Maſſacre, 
Theſe were Doctrines not found out tillabout ſeven or 
eight hundred years ago ; from which time they have 
been pleaded and practiſed too , as opportunity has 
ofter'd it ſelf, Our poor Nation has had ſufficient 
experience thereof, but very lately God deliver'd us 
from one of their Plots and Conſpiracies, when lo! we 
had ſcarce taken breath, but we were aſſaulted from 
another Coaſt, by men who would be thought their 
greateſt Enemies: and thele are, 

Thirdly , Such as call themſelves the 7rue-Pro- 
ze/tants, 1 give not this name in ſcorn, but am 
heartily ſorry , that any who go by. that name, 
ſhould ever. have given occation for what Iam to fay. 
- But the mattcr of tact is plain, and not to be denyed, 
and to palliate their Crimes is to make our ſelves ac- 
ceſlory. We have had, with ſorrow and ſhame be it 
ſpoken, ſuch-among(t our ſelves, who have equall'd, 
| | | it. 
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if not outdone the very Jeſuits in all their doctrines 
about Government ; we have had thoſe who have re- 
ſiſted, and re/i/ted unto Bloud , who have not onely 
ſpeculatively but prattically maintain'd all their Prn- 
ciples of Diſloyalty and Rebellion. But thanks be to 
God, this is none of the true and right ancient Pro- 
teſtant Dottrine, though ſome of great note and place 
have but two much encourag'dit. The 
name of Proteſtant, however {ince abus'd Þf Particularly Florimundus 
; 3]: : R#mondus. de? Origmme Here- 

and miſapplid,is no name ofRebe/ion, nor ("1.2 cap. n; 
was taken up(asÞ ſome of the Papiſts in- * Viz. Of the Arch-Duke of 
ſinuate ) to protef? againſt the Authority Auſtria and orjer Batu 
of Princes, but again{t «” particular de- MeZeray. An. 1529» 
cree of the Papiſts, made in oppoſition 
to the Reformation : and in that ſenſe we would have 
it underſtood ; you muſt proze/t againſt Popery , but 
not againſt your Prince. Search all the Confeſſrons of 
the Reformed Churches, and you will find they have 
taken particular care about this buſineſs of Obedience 
to Magiſtrates : there is + one Confeſſion that reckons gyevic ome. 
this Obedience inter primz ordims bona opera, amongllt feſim. 
good works of the higheſt degree; and yet it muſt 
be confeſt that there have been ſome particular mey ; 
who notwithſtanding this have by their writings, if 
not practices looſen'd the nerves of Government , and 

ven but too much countenance to Refiſtance and Re- 
T-diom|; amonglt which Calvin is reckon'd for one; 
and a principal one too. . He was certainly a man of 
vaſt parts, Learning and Induſtry , and upon theſe 
accounts of deſerved eſteem -in all the reformed 
Churches, and therefore-the more likely to doe hurt; 
it 21s Notions were not found and. orthodox ; and it 
muſt be own'd that they were not in this matter, 
whilſt he ſuppoſes ſuch a power in the Inferiour Ma- _— Tifti< 
giſtrate as to curb the Superiour , though he.. brings It non I OT wel 
in. 
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in with a forte: perchance ſays he, the three Eſtates in 
their ſolemn Aſſemblies may have ſuch a power, But 
what he onely thus c:nningly or cautiouſly fuppos'd, 
has been improv'd ſo. far, that it has had a faral influ- 
ence over a great part of our Chriſtendom. We have 
had books upon books writ to this purpoſe , that in 
caſe the Supreme Magiſtrate tranſgreſs his Duty , the 
Iaferiour Magiſtrate may andought to refit him; and in 
caſe both are negligent, the majority of the people 
hath power over both; and if theſe allo prove defici- 
ent, then are the Mniffers to come in, and thunder 
out their Excommunicattons ; they alſo, it ſeems, are 
to take care me quid detrimenti Reſp. capiat, that no 
damage accrue to the publick. Now theſe principles, 
whatever Authority they may vouch , are none of 
the Proteſtant Dottrine but pertect Popery ; they are 
no part of the Reformed Religion , T am ſure not of 
ours : tor part, and a prime part of or Reformation, 
did conſiſt in aſſerting to our Princes their Rights 
and Prerogatives, againſt the Papal and all Tncroach- 
ments whatever ; in freeing them from Vaſlalage ei- 
ther to Foreign or Domeſtick Uſurpation , and tixing 
their Crown above the reach of or Fope or People. We 
with, we pray for good Princes, but if they ſhould 
chance to prove 4ad, we think our ſelves oblig'd by 
the Laws of God and the Land, and by the principles 
of our Reformation, by no means to reef? them. We 
care not preſume to ſtretch forth our hands againſt the 
Lord's anointed, tor bad Kings as well as good are from 
od, and no reiiſtance 1s allow'd to cither. Neither 
the /aferiour Magiſtrate, nor the Majority of the peo- 
#le, nor the Miniſter , nor the Pope have any power 
upon any pretence to call them to account, who de- 


pend wholly upon God, and are the ext to him in 


the world, 
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But in reference to us of this Nation, it is faid that 
our Government 1s a mixt Monarchy, and that there 
isa Co-ordination init, fo that in cafe our y-axis inva- 
ded, we may reſiſt, provided eſpecially fuch in whoſe 
hands part of the Government 1s ſuppos'd tobe lodg'd, 
do abet and lead us on. It by mix? Monarchy be 
meant a Limited Monarchy, no doubt but ours 1s ſuch, 
for it is /imited by the Laws of God and Nature ; by 
the general principles of Equity and Juſtice ; and our 
Princes have been pleasd to limit themſelves, by con- 
deſcending to govern by ſuch and ſuch particular 
Rales, Thus indeed it is /imzted but not by any Co- 
ordination ; We have ſolemnly ſwore by the Oath of 
Supremacy, that the King 1s our oxely Supreme Gover- 
zour, Which plainly excludes all Co-ordination, for if 
he be Supreme and ozely Supreme, there are no others 
can challenge an Equality of power or Government with 
him, nor therefore have any thing to doe to Fudge or 
re/ife him. O! that this Doctrine had been known 
and believ'd for ſome time ago, it would have pre- 
vented a great deal of that bloud that hath been fpilt- 
in this Nation ; and would to God that now at haſt , 
men would open their eyes, and embrace fuch prin-. 
Ciples as are pure and peaceable, and no longer ſuffer 
themſelves to be impos'd upon by reſtleſs and deſign- 
ing men. Though they appear never ſo Zoly and. 
Religious, if they ſpeak evil of Dignitzes, and tempt 
you to Scorn , and refit the Authority that is ſet over 
you, you ought to avoyd and abhor them as much , 
as if they tempted you to Drunkenneſs or Uucleanneſs , 
or any of the lewdeſt Vices of the protligateſt part 
of mankind ; For Reſiſtance of our Sovereign 18 as 
expreſly againſt the Laws of God as any ot theſe , 
no pretence whatever will excuſe it, but he that 
refſteth ( whoſoever he be ) ſhall receive to him- 


ſelf 
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ſelf damnation. Thus much for the firſt particular , 
That in no caſe we ought to reſiſt. | 

Secondly, Though in o caſe we may ref;/t, yet in 
all caſes we are not bound to obey. Though we make 
the Magiſtrate to be the Ordinance of God, yet we do 
not Seat him in the 7Throze of God, nor expect that an 
Univerſal Obedience ſhould be given him, in what- 
ever he may pleaſe to command , for he is a man as 
well as we, and liable to the like Infirmities as we 
are ; He is obnoxious to Errour, Pallion, Revenge and 
all the diſorders of Humane Nature , as well as the 
meaneſt of his Subjects. And then indeed we might 
be juſtly counted Flatterers, ſhould we encourage 
men to obey him under ſuch Circumſtances : Though 
Reſiſtance can never be Lawful/, yet Non-obedience 
may, and become a Daty ; for notwithſtanding that 
we exalt Princes ſo High, as to be next to God, yet 
we make God ſtill to be above them, fo that whereever 
the Command of the Magiſtrate claſhes and interferes 
with the Command of God, we are 1n that caſe to ſet 
it aſide, and obey God rather than man. 

The Miniſter is confeſſedly the Ordinance of God , 
and yet if he propoſe to our belief or practice, what 
is falſe or prohibited , his Authority can Jay no obli- 
gation upon us, but we may and ought to with-hold 
ouf ſelves from Aſſent or Action : of the ſame Na- 
ture is the Authority of the Prince, if he enjoyns us 
any thing inconſiſtent with tae will of God, we are 
diſfpenſt with our Obedience to him , by that greater 
obligation we owe to the Supreme Prince of all. 

Bur in this caſe we ought to obſerve theſe two 
Rules. 

Firſt, That we be fully aſſur d, that what he com- 
mands is contrary to the Law of God , and this Aſſu- 


rance ought not to be grounded upon fancy , con- 
jecture, 
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jecture, Probability, long and uncertain Deductions, 
or the opinion of others, how Relzgzous ſoever they 
may appear, but upon the plain and evident Declara- 
tions of God himſelf. We have a plain Command to 
obey the Higher Powers, and we ought to have as 
plain a Command to ſatisfy our own Conſciences and 
the World, before we withdraw our Obedience. In 
things Dubious, the Authority of our Governours 
ſhould go a great way, ſo far as to preponderate all 
the little ſcruples that may ariſe in our minds : For 
that is not properly a TENDER CONSCIENCE, 
that boggles and ſtarts at ſhadows and Fantomes , 
the reflexions of Humour and fancy ; but that is a 
truly ZENDER CONSCIENCE, that is mighty care- 
ful, in the firſt place, of obſerving the great Laws of 
Religion ; and theſe are Ohedzence to God, and Obedi- 
ence to our Governours. Tt will by no means ſuffer 
ſome bye-Conliderations to ſuperſede our Duty to 
either. 

In fine there is a Duty to God, and a Duty to man, 
eſpecially a man of Authority, and theſe ought not to 
croſs or thwart one another : Our Duty to Gad does 
not hinder our Duty to man, nor ſhould our Duty to 
man, encroach upon our Duty to God. If man com- 
mand any thing that God has forbidden, we are ex- 
cus'd from Obedience, but then we ought to be ſare, 
that God has forbid it: our Duty to the Magiſtrate 
being ſo plain, nothing but a plain prohibition: from 
God will ſecure us, from being guilty of the breach 
thereof. 

But Secondly , Another Rule that ought to be 
obſerv'd in this caſe is, that ſuppoſing we are afſur'd 
that we ought not in ſome particular Inſtances obey the 
orders of our Governours, yet when we withdraw our O- 
bedience, it ſhould be without Noiſe or Tumult, it ſhould 
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. be modeſtly and humbly, with expreſſions of Sorrow 
that we cannot comply with them in what they. re- 
quire of us. We mult not make Satyrsand Irvectives, 
be daily libelling the Government, and expoſing it to 
the contempt ot the Pepaulace, We ought not to 
make combinations and meetings, 1n oppoſition or de- 
france of the publick E/tabliſhment, For ſuppole there 
ſhould be no actual delign of Evil carrid on in theſe 
mectings, Yet they are but too apt to breed and nou- 
riſh Diſcontent and i}l Humours againſt our Gover- 
nours; for. it 15.4 ſhrewd Temptation for men not to 

think or ſpeak over-kinaly of them , by whom they 
are forc'd into ſuch Clmmdeſtine Aﬀſſemtlies, And theie 
havebeen all-along looktupon as dangerous to a State, 
cſpecially to a onarchy : hence the Roman Emperors 
were ſo exceeding jealous of theſe Evuszous and Emz- 
efia, of any ComLinations or Sodalities of men among(t 
them. If theretore we mult diſlent, 1t the unhappi- 
neſs of our Education, or Complexion or Acquaintance, 
may have caus'd us to imbibe principles that are not 
allow'd of by our Governours ; it we cannot lay them 
down, let us at leaſt retain them to our ſelves, and 
not endeavour to make Froſelytes and Parties to the 
diſturbance of the Government ; it the caſe ſhould fo 

{fall out, that we muſt difobey our Prince, let us do 
it with all the Humility and Care imaginable ; let us 
be the more diligent to obey him in other matters, as 
far as we poſſibly can ; 1o to ſatisfy the world, that it 
is not ZZumour or Intereſt, or any external Conſidera- 
zicon Whatever, but the ſole apprehen/ton of our Duty to 
God, that keeps us from complying with the Com- 

'mands of our. Superiours. | 

But farther, as we muſt not, obey the- Magiſtrate, 
if he commands us any thing contrary to the Laws of 

God, no more are we bound to obey him, if he com- 


mand. 


LF 1 


mand any thing contrary to the Laws of Natare , the 
Dittates of Eqaity and Fuſtice , and the Rules of Ge- 
ernment, There is a vaſt difference between Noz- 
obedience and Reſiſtance, we mult not obey our Prince 
it he ſhould impoſe any thing 1 upon us, yet we 
mult by no meansreſiſt him ; but, it it will not other- 
wite be, commit our cauſe to God , and patiently 
ſuffer, This is that wecail PASSIVE OBEDIENCE, 
a Doctrine that has of late been ridicul'd and endea- 
vour'd to bc hooted out of the world, as that which 
hath no foundation either in Law or Religion; Nay , 
we are told that the promoters of it are guilty of little 
leſs than Treaſon, and thoſe that practiſe it are Felo's 
de ſe, guilty of their own death. 'The opinion 1t ſeems 
of thele 1s, that in caſe we be perſecuted contrary to 
Law, it is lawfull to Re/ſ?; it indeed the Law be, on 
the Prince's ſide, there and then alone we are under 
the obligations of Nox-re/iſfauce. But whether it be 
by Law, or contrary to Law that we chance to be 
perſecuted, does not in the leaſt alter the caſe, and 
notwithſtanding theſe mens endeavours , it 15 prayers 
aud tears we muſt ſtill ſtick to. Zo reſt eur Sc 
veretgn is as much againſt the Law of the Land as any 
Perſecution can be : And though Religion does not 
oblige us to lay down our Civil or Natural Rights, 
yet it hath no where given us leave to maintain them 
by force againſt our Lawfall Governour, The Ma- 
e//ftrate 1s the ordinance of God, and it he ſhould abuſe 
the Power committed to him by God, though we 
are not in all things bound to obey, yet we are lo far 
irom being empower'd to re/1/?, that even in this caſe, 
He that reſifteth , ſhall receive to himſelf damnation. 

And this brings me to the, 
Third and laſt thing propos'd, and that was to ſhew 
the il] Conſequences of reſiſtingthe POIV E R. Nothing 
E 2 lets 
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leſs than Damnatzon 1s their due, that is the Paythey are 
certain to receive, and if they be willing to ſerve for 
ſuch wages, much good may it do them, I hope you 
have a better ſenſe of things, and are not willing to 
purchaſe Damnation upon ſuch accounts. The Orz- 


ginal word Keiue we tranſlate Damnation, is often. 


put to denote both Temporaland Eternal Judgments; 
and both theſe are the uſual Con{cquences of Retiſtance. 
This Life and the other have declar'd their abhor- 
rence of ſuch deſigns, and both worlds have been 
made the Scenes of their puniſhment. But to be more 
particular , let us conlider the ill Confequences of 
Retiſtance ; 

Firſt, With reference to Bodies Politich, 

Secondly, With reference to particular perſons, and 
that in regard of this Lite and the next, their pre/exz 
Security and their future happineſs. But, 

Firſt, With reference to Bodies Politick. This 
Dodtrine of Reſiſtance is the greateſt /ycendiary in the 
world, the onelyeſt way to put all things into Com- 
buſtion, and fire even Marble Kingdoms ; for if the 
people may upon any account retilt their Governours, 
no doubt but they will upon every one plead the ad- 
vantage, and with or without reaſon be daily embroi- 
ling the Nation; and what can be expected ſhould 
be the iſſue of ſuch like giddy and tumultuous proceed- 
ings, but certain Ruine and Confuſion? if the feet will 
rije up againſt the head, and {purn it of the ſhoulders, 
the whoje body muſt needs fall and {ink into its Grave 
and Tomb. Ciwil wars are of all others the moſt de- 


:ructive of the Peace, and very being of that Soci- 
cty wherein they are ated, and have ujually been 
more 4/ody, as they have been more. inbunrane than 


any foreign force whatever. Thele fort of unnatural 
diſ/entions have laid deſolate as many Countrics as any 
{toſtils 


x 4 es Es Try 01 
JET" vB ney et EEE 
I or Rate ones hn en 
A nee PLS Cr NOOR 


CDs ah 8 Ft. 
oo nr COW re ING as ts 


+ 


” 
p Z 
IIS - Fo 7 ANON 75 L 
er Wi STE ori Yd 2h 


CSS © 


F- 1 
L 23 

Hoftile Invaſion, they have made them at leaſt a more 
caſie conqueſt to ſuch as would attempt them. And 
] beſeech you, let it be remembred (for it is a certain 
truth,) that more bloud has been ſpilt , more men 
have loſt their Lives and fortunes by Ref/tance , than 
by the moſt 7yrannical Government. The remedy has 
been found worſe than the difeaſe. A Tyrant may 


"deſtroy a great many Lives, but Rebellion has done 


more ; Where one hath ſlain his thouſands, the other 
hath ſlain its ten thouſands ; ſo that upon the very 
account of humane Policy, if we would conſult the 
intereſt of the Kingdom, and the faving mens Lives, 
T1IRANNT IS BETTER T HAN RESIST ANCE, this 
latter having uſually more diſmal effe&ts than the for- 
mer. It is obſerv'd to my hand, That in the late Var 
more bloud was ſhed in one Battel, than in all the Ty- 


raunies and perſecutions of the Nation fiuce the conqueſt... 


And in the two Kingdoms there has been more Chriſtian 
Linud ſhed in Rebellions fince the Reformation by pre- 
tended undertakers of defenſive War , than throughout 
the whole Roman Empire in nine of the ten famous per- 
ſecutions, Mr. Hunt in his * Poſtſcript , will by no 
means allow us to remember our late troubles, but 
on the Anniverſary of our martyr'd Sovereign, and we 
are very much behoſding to him, that we may at leaft 
cace a year vent our Sorrows, and refle&t on theſe 
things. Let me beg of you then to take his grant , 
and 1f not before, yet on that day confider the diſmal 
Calamities that betell our Nation , and whether they 
were not owing to this Doctrine of Reſiſtance, Had 
ot men been wheedied into a beliet that they might 
lawtully reſift their Sovereign, we had not been har- 
raisd by fo long a War, nor groan'd ander the weight 
of fo much and 1o innocent bloud , which may God of 
vis infinite mercy never lay to the chorge of -us or any of 
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our poſterity, But, Secondly. 
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Secondly , Let us conſider the i Cenſequerces of 
Reſiſtance, with reſpect to particular perſons, and that 
' with reference to their preſent ſecurity aud wellfare , 
and their fature happineſs. 

In reference to their preſent welfare, nothing in 
the world can be found more hurttull tot ; for it we 
conſider them as members of a Community, whatever 
is pernicious to that, muſt of necetl;ty be pernicious 
to them too. When a Storm 1s rats'd, one may be 
overwhelm'd as well as another, when once the Rab- 
ble is in arms, it will be no caſie matter to perſuade 
them to disband ; they may ſeize upon me, or thee, or 
whoever comes next, bc they friends or foes, and be as 
unmercifull to us as the bloudieſt Tyrant. But con- 
ſider farther , how «xſucceſsful/ ſuch a Reſiſtance of 
our Governours uſes to be. There is a Divine Pro- 
vidence that guards the Thrones and perſons of Prin- 
ces, Which is a greater ſecurity to them than the 
ſtrongeit Military Defence. This watches over them 
when they are aſleep, ſupports them under the bur- 
then of their Cares, and diſappoints or confounds all 
the devices of their Enemies. The very thoughts and 
imaginations of evil are many times brought to light, 
and that by ways the moſt ſtrange and unlikely. 
4 Bird of the air may carry the woice, and that which 
has wings may tell the matter, Eccleſ. 10. 20, There 
are a thouſand various accidents, beſides the general 
treachery of mankind, which may deteat all our deſigns, 
and bring us to publick {iame, a Cart or a Scaffo.d. 
The man that intends to be a 7Traytor , muſt at the 
ſame time.arm himſelf to ſuffer the tortures of Death, 
the abhorrence of all good men, nay, and of the 
very Rabble too. Thote, who it may be would have 
applauded and ador'd him had he had Succeſs, will be 
the firlt ro ZZiſs and Scorn him oft the Stage of the 


World. 
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World. He leaves indeed a name behind , but ſuch 
as will render him infamous to future ages ; his me- 
mory 1s branded, his poſterity becomes odtous , and 
he entails poverty and diſhonour upon his childrens 


a 


cluldren. | 
The firſt Rebellion we find upon.Record in Scrip- 


ture, is that of Corah, Dathan and Abiram,, and no 
leſs than two hundred and fitty PRINCES OF THE 
ASSEHBLT, famous in their generation , men of Re- 
now, | Numb. 16. They were diſguſted with Moſes 
and Aaron, their chict Governours in things Sacred 
and Civil , and had a deſign to depoſe them from 
their Government ; but what was the event. of 
this? they and their accomplices were miraculouſly de- 
firoy'd, partly by fire from the Lord, and partly by 
the earth's opening and ſwallowing them up alive. By 
which ſignal Judgments, God did maniteſt to all the 
world the greatneſs of his wrath and anger againſt 
{uch attempts upon Authority , and has lett it upon 
Record, to ſerve as an admonition even to us wpoy 
whom the ends of the world are come. Nor has the tate 
of Traytors and Rebels been much. more favourable 
ſince, they ſeldom dying the common death of all men. 
But ſuppoſe they ſhould eſcape. here, and God for 
reaſons of Wiſdom known onely to himſelf , ſhould 
{ufter them to accompliſh their deſigns, and go. to 
their Graves in peace ; yet there is nodoubt but with- 
out a ſincere and ſolemn Repentance , they ſhall be 
{ure to ſmart for it hereafter , their puniſhment in 
the next world ſhall compenſate for what they wan-. 
ted in this. | 

They that reſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnas- 
tion, Damnation 1s 4 terrible word , and a terrible 
thing too, it is the horrour of mankind , that which 


docs the moſt ſtartle and afiright the world, and yet 
NO - 
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no leſs a puniſhment ſhall be the reward of the 7ray- 
for : nay, if we will be ſo curious as:to enquire into 
the occaſion of God's making a Hel, we ſhall find it 
was particularly made for Traytors. Tt was, ſays our 
Saviour, prepared for the Devil and his Angels, Matt. 
25. 41. and we know their Crime was hgh Treaſox 
and Rebellion, againſt their Sovereign Lord and Crea- 
four. So that this place of Torment, had its very O- 
riginal and beginning from Treaſon, and therefore is 
the fitteſt place for tuch as are guilty of it , and thi- 
ther they muſt go to be company for thoſe Revolred 
Spirits their tellow-7Traitors. And indeed what 
Crime can deſerve it more ? they affront the moſt 
publick and viſible Authority and Ordinance of God, 
they deſtroy the peace of mankind, and as much as 
in them lies, diffolve all into Bloud and Maſſacre. 
The greateſt Thieves and Robbers, the moſt cruel 
Banditi are but puny Sinners compar'd to theſe; for 
they onely prey upon a few ſtragling particulars, but 
theſe ſet upon whole Communities, and are oftentimes 
the occaſion of the ſlaughter of many thouſands. A 
Seditious man 1s judg'd to be a greater enemy to man- 
kind than a Murtherer, for though the Murtherer 
may be ſuppos'd to have his hands dipt in the bloud 
'of ſome; yet they cannot be many , whereas the Se- 
ditious man has his hands in the bloud of whole Na- 
tions : and if to be the death or ruine of one man or 
family, be truely ſentenc'd fo horrid a Crime , much 
more muſt be the ſlaughter of vaſt Multitudes and the 
Ruine of Kingdoms. I wiſh to God, men would but 
ſeriouſly reflect on theſe things , it would ſure make 
them lay rheir hands upon their hearts, and reſolve 
it they have done wickedly, they will doe fo no more; 
it would make them mighty carefull, how they af- 
perſe their Governours , Lame the Government , 
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and thereby ſtir up the rage and violence of the peo- 
ple, till at laft, when it is too late to help it, they 
ſee themſelves floating in a Sea of bloud , and the 
Ghoſt of the ſlaughter'd groaning out Curſes, and 
calling for Vengeance upon them ; which however it 
may miſs them now, will certainly one day overtake 
them : then all their colours will fall oft, their pleas 
be overrul'd, and they ſhall go naked and ſpeechleſs 
into Hell. IT muſt confeſs, this is a ſad and ſorrow- 
full Subje&, but it is ?rue. Thoſe indeed who have no 
ſenſe of Religion , w'ont much value all this : but 
that men who pretend to Religion, and that in the 
greateſt ſtrittneſS and purity ſhould not take notice of 
theſe things, would be to me wonder and Aſtoniſh- 
ment, but that I know that all that pretend to Re/7- 
gi0n are not Religzous. A truly Religious man , one 
that has care of his own Salvation, ſhould be ſure in 
the firſt place to obſerve the great Commands of the 
Goſpel, and thoſe are to give obedience to God, and to 
our Governours, and that for the Lord's ſake, not onely 
for wrath, but alſo for Conſcience, conſidering that 
God has declar'd that the Magiſtrate is his Ordinance, 
and whoſoever he be that rehſteth, ſhall receive ts him- 

ſelf Damnation. But to draw to a Concluſion, | 
I have been ſpeaking upon a Subject, that was but 
lately very unacceptable , but both then and now 
highly neceſſary, ſo that to have baulktthis eſpecially 
at this time, would have been in a great meaſure to 
have baulkt my Duty , and the &u/rnefs of the day. 
We are enjoyn'd at this time , to commemorate and 
bleſs God for the deliverance of our King and Nation, 
from men of Rebe/lious and Antimonarchial principles, 
and I thought I could not better employ my elf, 
than in repreſenting the weakneſs, falſeneſs and mif- 
chiets of them. And I now freely declare, that it is 
F my 
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my Judgment, that the Pulpit ought to make ſatis- 
faction to the Publick, for what the pablick has ſuffe- 
red from the Pulpit. It was from tnence that Guns: 
have been diſcharg'd, Bombes and Granadoes thrown , 
that ſet on fire our whole Kingdom ; and is it not rea- 
fon we ſhould now at laſt be ſutter'd to bring water to 
quench theſe Flames ? It 15 ſure more conliltent with 
the Miniſtery of the Goſpel, which is a Goſpel of Love 
and Peace, and Reconciliation, to preach us peaceable- 
neſsand Submiſſion, and dependence upon the Divine 
providence, than to beat the Drum, blow the Trum- 
pet, and alarum men into War and Rebellion, We 
have no Authority for ſuch like Mi:zary. proceedings, 
we are Embaſſadors of peace, not Heralds of Hoſt ility, 
and herein we do but put in execution the Command. 
given to us Clergy-men 1n the perſon of 7ztus who was. 
a Clergy-man, 1. e..to put you in mind to be ſubjet to 
Principalities and Powers, to- obey Magiſtrates and be 
ready to every good work. Tit. 3. 1. And is there not 
caule to do this, and now more eſpecially ſince the diſ-- 
covery of this HORRID CONSPIRACT, toſecure men 
from the like practices for the future , which is one of 
the great ends of appointing this Fe/tzval, as alto to 
bleſs and praiſe God for delivering us, and our. King 
from the attempts of thoſe Sons of Bloud and Vio- 
lence? Let thy name O Lord! endure for ever, and 
the memorial of this thy kindneſs throughout all Ge- 
nerations : We bleſs thee, we praiſe thee, we adore 
thee, - that thou haſt not given us as a prey zo their 
tecth, but that our Soul is eſcaped as a Bird out of the 
Snare of the Fowlers, the Snare is broken and we are 
eſcap'd.; But all we are to do on this day , does not 
conl1iſt in powring out our Souls in Hallelujahs and 
yongs of praiſe to God, but we muſt endeavour to- 
 umpreſs upon our minds a greater ſenſe of the Divize- 
| Love, 
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Love, and a greater dependence upon the Divine Pro- 
vidence ; we mult expreſs our Thankfulneſs to God, 
by our Charity to the poor, which ought tobe a con- 
ſtant attendant upon every Feſtival; and by our Re- 
| ſolutions of a more carefull obedience to God and his 
Ordinance, 1 mean the King , than hitherto we have 
given them, not by prophaneneſs and Debauchery , 
Swearing and Intemperance, involving the Innocent 
with the Guilty , and a rude unmanly inſulting over 
our Brethren ; for by this means we ſhall onely pro- 
voke the anger of God againſt us, and make him re- 
pent of the good he has done for us, and at laſt after 
all our deliverances give us up to Ruine and Confu- 
ſion, which God of his great mercy prevent. 

I ſhalladd no more, but deſire you would ſeriouſly 
refle&t upon what has been ſaid , which I do aſſure 
you has not been with any deſign to pleaſe or diſpleaſe 
one party of men or other amongſt you , but to dif- 
charge the ſenſe of my own Soul, and was really in-- 
tended for the good of yours. 

I ſhall therefore conclude all with that Collect at- - 
ter the Commandments. | 


Almighty God whoſe Kingdom is everlaſting and power 
?nfinite, have mercy upon the whole Church, and ſo rule 
the heart of thy choſen ſervant Charles our King and Go- 
vernour, that he ( KNOWING WHOSE MINISTER 
HE IS, ) may above all things ſeek thy honour and glo« 
ry, and that we andall his Subjeits, ( DVLT CONSIDEs - 
RING WHOSE AUTHORITY HE HAS ) may faith. 
fully ſerve, honour and humbly obey him, in thee and for 
thee ACCORDING TO THT BLESSED WORD AND 
ORDINANCE through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, who with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt liveth and reigneth ever one. 
God world without end. Amen. 
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